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account of Kanyakubja we may add a few words about
the great king who treated him with sucli marked distinc-
tion and kindness. This king, Slladitya or Srl-Harsha-
deva or Harsha, "the Akbar of the 'Hindu period7 of In-
dian history'', was not only a great and successful warrior
and wise and benevolent ruler: he was also an intelligent
devoted patron of religion and literature, and he was
apparently an author himself. His father had been a
sun-worshipper; but he himself, while retaining publicly
the religion of Ins father, and tolerant and liberal to other
sects, was evidently strongly attached to Buddhism. As to
his literary tastes we learn from I-ching that the king
once called for a collection of the best poems written: of
the compositions sent in to him 500 were found to be
strings of jatakas (Jatakamala). According to this author
also Slladitya put together the incidents of the Cloud-
riding (Jimuta-vahana) Bodhisattva giving himself up for
a naga, into a poem to be sung, that is, he composed the
"NagEnanda". An accompaniment of instrumental music
was added, and the king had the whole performed in
public, and so it became popular.1 The king was also a
great traveller, and a seeker after knowledge of various
kinds. His information about the martial fame and ex-
ploits of the Chinese emperor T'ai-Tsung may have been
acquired on one of his expeditions to distant provinces.
In the year 641 he sent an envoy to the Chinese Court,
and apparently he sent another soon after. His title in
the documents connected with the former embassy seems
to have been "king of Magadha".

We return now to the pilgrim's description of Kanya-
kubja, and an abridgment of his account of the Buddhist
memorials of the neighbourhood is all that is given in
these pages.

To the north-west of the capital -was an Asoka tope where the
Buddha had preached excellent doctrines for seven days; beside
it -was a tope where the Pour Past Buddhas had sat and walked
for exercise; and there was a small tope over hair- and nail-relics

* Nan-hai-ch'i-kuei, sec. 32 and Takakusu p. 163.